
2008 ANNUAL REPORT OF MAINTENANCE AND CONDITIONS 
OF DEL MONTE FOREST OPEN SPACE PROPERTIES 

 
 
 
The Del Monte Forest Foundation (DMFF) administers ongoing maintenance operations in order 
to comply with the Maintenance Standards for each of its open space properties held in fee or by 
easement.  Annual reporting was begun in 2001 by Mary Howden, Chairman of OSAC at that 
time, and her initial report provided a succinct discussion of the historical background of 
OSAC’s development of Maintenance Standards for each individual open space property 
contained in the Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan and subsequent adoption of a 
maintenance standard for the Huckleberry Hill Natural Habitat Area, the nearly 373 acres of 
open space dedicated in conformance with the LUP. 
    
This annual report of maintenance and conditions for Del Monte Forest Open Space Properties 
summarizes significant maintenance activities during 2008 and offers observations, comments 
and recommendations on Del Monte Forest open space lands after discussion and review by the 
Open Space Advisory Committee (OSAC).   
 
SFB MORSE BOTANIC RESERVE

The site remains in compliance with its maintenance standards and weathered 2008 in more or 
less routine fashion and without any notable changes.  Standard maintenance of road and trail 
surfaces and drainage structures conditions occurred on Fire Roads 1 and 2 and on both the 
Crawford (Purple) Trail and the northerly Morse Reserve (Green, Red, Yellow, Brown & Blue) 
Trail.  Modest but regular pedestrian use of these creekside trails continues to be the predominant 
mode although there are indications of occasional mountain bike and equestrian use as well.  
Fortunately, such limited did not cause significant adverse impacts.  One high flow shifted the 
channel on the flat halfway up the Crawford Trail as vegetation below the trail crossing 
continues to trap sand and sediment and slow water flow through the area.  As in any typcial 
winter, both dead and live trees fell and blocked the trails on several occasion.  
 
Regrowth continues in the roughly one-half acre area on both sides of the lower portion of the 
Crawford Trail burnt by two small, adjacent fires that occurred in late July and early August of 
2006.  Understory vegetation already appears to be at roughly normal levels of abundance.  
Modest occurrences of invasives cut-leaved fireweed and bull thistle were hand-weeded within 
the burnt area.  Individual and small groups of naturally regenerated Monterey pine seedlings, 
apparently encouraged by the effects of the fires have become established in the small fire area 
as well with the tallest already some four feet in height.  Were it not for the several dead oaks 
and pines and bits of blackened bark at the base of some live trees, it would be hard to be sure 
that any significant disturbance had occurred within the last two+ years.  Photos were taken of 
the site to permit photo documentation of change within the burn area over time. 
 
As previously reported, some natural establishment and growth of young Monterey pines 
continues to occur elsewhere in the Reserve, particularly where light is more available due to 
declining pine canopy and understory vegetation is not too dense.  However, very few pines 



appear to be replacing those that have died in recent years in some of the dense areas of pacific 
reed grass (Calamagrostis nutkaensis) in the lower portions of both arms of the Reserved and 
appears to warrant a little supplemental planting.   
 
Control of non-native invasive plants such as acacias (three species), jubata (pampas) grass, 
genista and gorse was done again and after a number or years of regular attention, control can 
now be accomplished primarily with one day of focused treatments at known infestation sites 
supplemented by periodic hand weeding during seasonal inspections. In cooperation with Pebble 
Beach Company, Gabilan Camp crews maintained fire roads and breaks in the Reserve in 
accordance with Fire Defense Plan standards that also conserve sensitive plant habitats.  Dr. 
Jyotsna Sharma, a University of Florida orchid specialist, again visited for her ongoing research 
on Piperia yadoni on the Reserve and other properties with the cooperation Del Monte Forest 
Foundation and Pebble Beach Company.  Her current phase of work on this orchid is concluding. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue annual maintenance program of timely exotic plant control and trail work.  Continue to 
monitor natural regeneration of Monterey pines in areas of recent pine mortality to see that long-
term replacement is occurring at adequate levels.  Plant limited numbers of pines to replace 
mortality in areas of dense pacfic reed grass.  Continue photo monitoring points for the less than 
½ acre area burnt on the Crawford trail to document response to fire.  Continue to maintain and 
enhance drainage on the FDP fire roads. 
 
CROCKER CYPRESS GROVE
 
The site remains in basic compliance with the standards in the Management Plan.  Following the 
successful treatment pattern of 2007, treatments to control invasive exotic plants were 
concentrated in the first part of the 2008 growing season shortly after periods of rain.  Selective 
treatments again focused primarily on veldt grass and again proved to be largely effective, 
especially when under a closed canopy of trees.  Unfortunately veldt grass expanded into a more 
open area where 2 pines and 2 cypresses had died within the last two or three years and initial 
efforts at control were not wholly effective.  Poison hemlock and bull thistles were also treated 
during 2008.  Updated photos were taken from four photo monitoring points established in 2007 
and document the wide variety of understory conditions in the Grove, including the 
predominance of native plants characteristic of Monterey cypress habitat.   Unfortunately, the 
light and sporadic winter rains were not enough to sustain many of the native plants starts that 
were planted in March of 2008 in areas where veldt grass had been largely eliminated.  Watering 
efforts were unsuccessful.  Additional seed was collected and propagated for planting in 2009. 
  
Two dead cypresses failed into living trees near roads and had to be cut to eliminate hazard to 
passing traffic.  Low rates of mortality among mature pine trees continue to occur in the Grove.  
DMFF agreed to let PG&E remove three dead pine trees near powerlines near Portola on the 
north side of the Grove.  Encouragingly, some sapling to pole sized cypresses showed substantial 
growth in areas where branch loss or tree failure, principally of pines had created more light in 
the mixed forest of Monterey pine and Monterey cypress.  As recommended in 2007, cypresses 
were planted in areas of mortality in both the northwest and southeast portions of the Grove and 
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grew well with the help of three deep supplemental watering over the course of the growing 
season.  D40 treepot size seedlings appeared to do particularly well. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue routine monitoring and maintenance recommendations:  
- aggressive early growing season treatments to control invasive, non-native grasses in the 
primary infestation area in the northwest portion of the Grove while monitoring and treating the 
rest of the Grove as necessary.   
- photo point monitoring to maintain a long term visual record.  
- assess response of native plants to non-native control measures.  
- replant with the native understory plants in selected areas and monitor for establishment and 
need for supplemental watering. 
- monitor cypress regeneration and establishment and plant native seed stock or transplant 
volunteer seedlings growing in unfavorable locations to the small, understocked areas identified 
above.   
- control dense pine regeneration to reduce fire hazard and favor cypress growth. 
 
PESCADERO CANYON AND CARMEL WAY
 
The site continues in basic compliance with its OSAC maintenance standards.  In spite of another 
relatively mild winter, tree falls adjacent to residences in Carmel Woods required clean-up as did 
a tree that reached 17 Mile Drive.  Several other pines fell in internal portions of the open space.  
Several large pines fell from residential parcels onto the Pescadero OS.  Fuel jackpots from these 
fallen trees had to be treated by lopping on site.  In one case, it appears that a tree near a Carmel 
Woods residence was intentionally felled into OS lands due fear of hazard by the resident.  This 
live tree damaged several oaks and young pines in the open space.  In this location, the problem 
was compounded by residential clearing of vegetation including trees, limbs and shrubs and 
piling them on and across the OS boundary to a depth of more than 5’ in places creating a serious 
fuel loading issue.  This problem of residential landscape dumping has been noted in earlier 
reports and occurred at several other locations as well.  In one case this year, we were able to 
work cooperatively with the landowner resident to rectify the problem.   
 
In cooperation with the PBCSD Fire Marshall, DMFF reviewed fuel structure and loading 
adjacent to residences in Carmel Woods to determine where treatments of fuels were appropriate 
on OS lands to decrease fire hazard near private residences and improve native plant habitat.  
Neighbors were notified and with funding provided by PBCSD, contract crews worked over two 
weeks using chainsaws and string or blade trimmers to control non-native flashy fuels and/or fuel 
ladders within the fuel mitigation areas identified for individual residences.  One neighbor shared 
photos of a gray fox that frequents the Pescadero open space forest. 
 
Routine annual treatments to control genista, cape ivy, vinca, thistle and acacia were again made 
in various parts of the canyon and moderate control has been achieved in these regularly treated 
areas.   As before, however, veldt grass and other non-native grasses have become dominant in 
many areas and, given property conditions, consulting botanists consider that real control of such 
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grass invasives is not feasible at this time.  
 
Natural pine regeneration is occurring at low but visible levels in lower portions of the canyon 
where mortality has been extensive.  Native tree plantings done in 2007 by Pebble Beach 
Company in association with improvements to 17 Mile Drive in the lower canyon continued to 
grow well 
 
Previously noted channel entrenchment, downcutting and associated bank instability due to 
accelerated runoff from upslope development remain problematic and contributed to failure of 
another tree near 17 Mile Drive just south of Ford Meadow.  Fortunately, the light winter meant 
that channel impacts were relatively minor again this year. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue working with PBCSD and upslope neighbors to coordinate vegetation management and 
fuels treatments that improve fire safety for adjoining residences in defined areas of OS lands 
while maintaining native plants and processes as much as possible.  Document these fuel 
treatment zones for annual review and scheduling, including the possibility of using goats to 
control invasive grass dominated fuels.  Continue non-native plant control treatments in selected 
areas.  Continue supplemental planting of with local native pines in understocked areas, 
particularly in portions of the lower canyon and above Ford Meadow that have been hard hit by 
storms and hazard removals during several previous seasons.  Contact upslope neighbors to 
discourage landscape dumping and encourage cooperative efforts in fuels reduction and invasive 
plant control.   
 
COASTAL STRIP – DEDICATED SECTIONS FROM SPANISH BAY TO PESCADERO 
POINT
 
In 2008, the Pebble Beach Company continued to maintain the required public access facilities 
of the Coastal Strip from Spanish Bay to Cypress Point in basic compliance with the standards 
set forth in the OSAC Management Plan.  Passing review of bench, parking and picnic facilities 
at the numerous turnouts and the restroom facilities at the Bird Rock parking area showed 
effective ongoing maintenance although no detailed reviews were made of specific facilities 
within this easement area.  Pebble Beach Company made treatments to control non-native plants 
within the strip. MPCC also maintained its the native plant restoration area east of 17 Mile Drive 
between Point Joe and Bird Rock that has replaced a major infestation of iceplant.  
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue current practices of maintaining visitor serving facilities and regular cooperative 
control of exotic species by Pebble Beach Company and MPCC.  
 
INDIAN VILLAGE

Indian Village remains in compliance with its maintenance standards and basic patterns of 
maintenance are becoming fairly routine.  Fortunately, there were only two tree failures over the 
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winter this year that affected trails or roads.  PG&E fell 2 more dead trees and continued routine 
line clearance pruning of a number of live trees.  
 
Between the Gingerbread House and the picnic shelter where mature pine mortality has been 
extremely high, previously noted processes of dead tree decomposition and significant 
establishment and growth of younger trees continued apace.  With such good, though patchy 
establishment of young trees that are both natural regeneration and planted trees from pitch 
canker resistant stock developed by DMFF, supplemental planting of open pollinated seedlings is 
appropriate to assure a wide genetic base as the forest regrows in the western portion of the 
parcel.  DMFF’s pitch canker resistant planting stock is being maintained as needed for use in 
selected locations. 
 
The first phase of that effort occurred just before Christmas when crews from Gabilan Camp 
cleared planting areas and planted more than 250 pines in the most heavily affected areas noted 
in the 2007 Report.  A comparable number of pines will be planted in January 2009.  Crews also 
reduced fuel loading by thinning overly dense patches of younger pines as well as lopping and 
chipping dead and down trees and excessively dense shrub growth.   
 
The trails through Indian Village were maintained by pruning and weed whacking on several 
occasions, once as part of Trail Days work done in coordination with Margaret Leighton of 
Pebble Beach Riding and Trails Association and a crew from Pebble Beach Company’s Forestry 
and Ecology department.  Significantly improved trail drainage was provided by hand digging 
done by the Gabilan crew in December.  
 
As noted in last year’s report, there is continuing loss of pine canopy and presence of invasive 
plants along Seal Rock Creek in the Indian Village Annex parcels on which DMFF holds a 
scenic easement.  Invasive kikuyu grass was noted in portions of the creek bottom during 
monitoring visits and additional tree mortality and loss were noted with the Seal Rock Creek 
corridor, especially its western portion.  Although a few younger pines are becoming established, 
this area will need supplemental pine regeneration work. 
 
The Indian Village population of Hickman’s potentilla (Potentilla hickmanii) was again 
adversely affected by gophers or other rodents during the flowering season of 2008.  Fortunately, 
site occupancy has been augmented in recent years by propagation and planting from on-site 
stock, some of which was developed by UCSC researchers from on-site seed collection and then 
returned to DMFF.  DMFF provided the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) with its 
monitoring data for the last several years to aid in USFWS in its update on the status of 
Potentilla hickmanii,  federally listed as an endangered species. 
 
DMFF and PBC met with US Fish and Wildlife Service and State Department of Fish and Game 
staff to review management and maintenance priorities for listed plants including the potentilla at 
a meeting over the summer.  DFG staff agreed to review developing an MOU or similar 
agreement to facilitate active habitat and species enhancement efforts.  As of the end of the year, 
however, nothing had been received from DFG by DMFF. However, recovery monitoring was 
done under USFWS auspices in the dune habitat area west of the Gingerbread House. 
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Control measures for non-native plants, principally invasive thistles, velvet grass, kikuyu grass, 
and Festuca arundinacea were implemented to minimize seed set in the vicinity of the shelter 
and potentilla habitat as well as in some other areas.  However, the aggressive Festuca continues 
to spread significantly and it is not clear that it can be controlled very effectively with so much 
favorable habitat available. 
 
Recommendations 
 
� Continue monitoring tree mortality, planted pines, and natural regeneration patterns to 
determine if additional pine regeneration work is needed.   
� Continue to investigate pile burning as a fuel reduction option.   
� Maintain resistant pine propagation and planting stock program.   
� Continue regular and consistent non-native plant control program in all affected areas.   
� Continue to monitor growth of potentilla plants and potential to augment in light of recent 
losses in consultation with USFWS and DFG. 
 
NAVAJO PARCELS
 
These two parcels combine with the adjoining Lynn “Rip” Van Winkle Park of Pacific Grove to 
create contiguous open space of more than 45 acres.  Both DMFF parcels are in basic 
compliance with their OSAC maintenance standards.  In addition to normal annual clearance 
work done on fire roads 10, 12 and 13, PBCSD funded additional perimeter fuel reduction work 
along the northern parcel boundary with the First United Methodist Church in Pacific Grove and 
at internal parcel locations where damage and debris from fallen trees had created concentrated 
fuel jackpots.  DMFF coordinated and supervised ongoing invasive plant control work in the 
spring for not only Navajo but also in consultation with Vern Yadon along the boundary with the 
First United Methodist Church and with the encouragement of Bruce Cowan in Pacific Grove’s 
Van Winkle Park for the first comprehensive treatment of this area in a number of years.  A 
follow-up treatment and spot weeding was done later in the year as well. Annual control of 
relatively low levels of genista and holly is expected to be needed for the foreseeable future. 
 
The recent trend of decline and thinning due to mortality of the overstory of dominant and co-
dominant pines continues as these trees near the end of their lifespan.  The forest appears more 
open as the live crowns of the pines becoming increasingly restricted to only the uppermost parts 
of the tree.   Oaks appear to be growing well generally, perhaps in part due to increased available 
light under the less dense pine foliage.  Occasional damage to both oaks and pines from sporadic 
failures of older pines oaks has become routine albeit spotty.  These failures and damage create 
small openings and concentrations of dead limbs and foliage.  Remedial pruning of damaged 
trees and lopping or other fuel reduction treatments are appropriate in higher use areas where 
ignition potential is greatest.  As noted above, PBCSD sponsored such useful treatments in 2008. 
 
This incremental loss of overstory trees is not being fully offset by natural pine regeneration, 
which occurs at highly variable rates in the forest here.  The densest natural regeneration appears 
to be occurring in areas where there is both more available light and where native forest grasses 
dominate understory cover.  Where non-native annual grasses and vines dominate the understory, 
pine regeneration generally occurs at low levels or not at all.  No symptoms of sudden oak death 
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were observed in this forest, which has a higher proportion of oaks, including larger oaks, than 
most other areas in the Del Monte Forest.  Pitch canker symptoms, while still present, are also 
occurring at relatively low levels and appear to be a minor impact on forest health relative to 
other more normal factors such as lower vigor with increasing stand age and storm damage.  As 
noted in prior reports, dead trees not immediately adjacent to fire roads occur and are retained for 
habitat complexity.  This area continues to receive extensive recreational use, often on 
unauthorized trails. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Monitor and mitigate naturally occurring tree hazards in higher use areas consistent with 
conservation and maintenance of a natural area.   
Continue to monitor the area and identify specific locations where restoration measures for site 
drainage and understory plant cover may be needed to correct trampling and erosion.   
Control genista, larger holly, and other invasive plant infestations on an ongoing basis.   
Monitor bank stability and downcutting in the northern watercourse that receives drainage from 
the school and Congress Avenue.   
Plant local native pine seedlings in specific locations such as the northern and western portions 
of the Area B Navajo parcel where natural pine regeneration is insufficient. 
Continue to monitor density and health of young pines in other areas to evaluate whether rates of 
establishment are sufficient to maintain an adequate pine overstory over time. 
 
PESCADERO POINT
 
Pescadero Point is in basic compliance with its OSAC maintenance standards.  Parking, 
drainage, and native plant restoration projects continue to function well considering the level of 
visitor use the site receives.  The cypress seedlings grown from native forest seeds planted in 
selected locations the western half of the site all survived and received some supplemental water 
and weeding.  Not surprisingly the most protected seedlings in the deepest soil have grown the 
most.  It is expected that some supplemental watering and weeding over the next year or two will 
be advisable to assure successful establishment.  Existing native cypresses on the site continue to 
appear to be in good health.  Trees and plants protected by low, cable fencing are generally in 
good condition.  With the large volume of visitors now largely staying on the cable defined trails, 
trampling and erosion on the site has decreased markedly.   
 
With DMFF cooperation PISCO (Partnership for Interdisciplinary Studies of Coastal Oceans) 
through UC Santa Cruz established a new marine monitoring site with nested plots in the 
intertidal zone and took two sets of measurements during 2008.  Monitoring visits are projected 
to continue at half-year intervals. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue regular monitoring of the site for public safety and natural resource protection, 
including maintenance of signage discouraging trespass into natural areas on both this and the 
adjoining Hill Preserve parcel.   
Control iceplant on the site except at near cliff areas where it helps stabilize and retain soil. 
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Monitor and tend planted cypresses as needed.  
 
 
SFB MORSE MEMORIAL LOT
 
The parcel of native cypress habitat is compliance with the general standards set forth in the 
OSAC management plan.  Invasive plants, principally grasses such as kikuyu and veldt grass 
continue to dominate significant portions of the understory of this low lying parcel that adjoins 
Cypress Point Club, Crocker Grove and residential development.  Routine perimeter 
maintenance issues were addressed. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue regular annual maintenance operations. 
 
HERMANN PROPERTY
 
The parcel is compliance with the general standards set forth in the OSAC management plan.   
Annual maintenance operations reduced perimeter fire hazard by mowing cured grasses along 
the west and northern boundaries and controlling invasive plants, principally genista and a little 
acacia, vinca, and pampas grass. These invasives have effectively been controlled but persist at 
very low levels and require annual treatment including some hand pulling during monitoring 
visits.  The coast live oaks on the front portion of the parcel near 17 Mile Drive suffered severe 
defoliation by oak moth caterpillars, including secondary leaves that grew after the initial 
defoliation.  These oaks should be monitored in the coming year to see if they all regain 
reasonable health and vigor.   
 
While at least some pine seedlings appear to grow through the predominantly grassy understory 
every year, annual monitoring confirms that a significant portion die within one to three years.  
Nevertheless some volunteer native pines have clearly grown to sapling and small pole size in a 
few areas and might even benefit from a light thinning.   
 
The four pines that had had their tops severely cut out in June of 2007 continued to show signs of 
bark beetle activity in spite of spray treatments.  Two of the topped trees and one adjoining tree 
have now died.  DMFF was successful in obtaining compensation for the damage from the party 
responsible.  DMFF consulted with a neighbor about invasive plant control and possible access 
issues along the common boundary. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue to monitor health and potential hazard of trees in the vicinity of the four topped trees.  
Continue to monitor natural regeneration at the topped tree site and elsewhere and provide extra 
care to encourage successful establishment, including shovel transplanting in winter of volunteer 
seedlings.   
Continue routine annual maintenance operations as outlined above.  Cooperate with neighbor to 
control invasive acacias and eucalyptus.   
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Monitor health of oaks that were defoliated by oak moth caterpillars for two years in western 
portion of the parcel. 
 
HUCKLEBERRY HILL NATURAL HABITAT AREA
 
The Huckleberry Hill parcel is in basic compliance with its OSAC maintenance standards 
assisted by routine monitoring and maintenance.  Fallen trees briefly closed trail and road 
segments but there was relatively little tree mortality overall.  Drainage facilities on roads and 
trails were maintained effectively, though entrenched road segments cannot be drained 
optimally.  The two areas affected by spot arson fires set in the summer of 2006 along the 
Crawford Trail are revegetated and include native Monterey pine seedlings.  Annual treatments 
by CDC crews maintained fire roads and fire breaks in accordance with Fire Defense Plan 
standards. 
 
Gowen cypress trees planted on several previous occasions were monitored and are in good 
condition and in sufficient numbers to meet on-site replacement objectives with appropriate 
native stock. The Gowen plantings replace Monterey cypress trees that grew from wood chips 
spread to minimize erosion.  The Monterey cypress were removed because they are not native to 
the site and might result unnatural cross-pollination between the two species because they were 
growing next to the native stands of Gowen cypress in the Upper Pit.  
  
Treatments by Pebble Beach Company controlling non-native plants again occurred periodically 
over the year and have significantly reduced infestation levels of genista and acacia within the 
revegetation areas of the former quarries as well as other sites within the dedicated open space of 
Huckleberry Hill.  Minor occurrences of gorse and blackwood acacia that were treated in 2007 
appear to have been successful but the invasives are likely to occur again and need attention.  
Bruce Cowan of OSAC deserves special recognition for his extensive volunteer efforts in 
monitoring and controlling invasive plants in Huckleberry Hill.  In addition to direct control 
work, he has regularly brought specific invasive plant sites to the attention of Pebble Beach 
Company and DMFF and his vigilance and help are greatly appreciated. 
 
Blooms of Douglas iris and sticky monkey flower along the sides of Haul Road indicated that the 
revegetation required as part of the quarry closure in 2007 is off to a successful start.  The 
revegetated edges of Haul Road contrast dramatically with the wall of extraordinarily dense 
Monterey pine sticks and poles that naturally regenerated after the 1987 fire.  PBCSD Fire with 
OSAC’s review and approval has identified in its Fire Defense Plan the need for a shaded fuel 
break along Haul Road comparable to the one below Los Altos Drive at the top of  Hucklberry 
Hill.  The rehabilitated quarry area next to the south edge of Huckleberry Hill continues to be 
used for some of Pebble Beach Company’s maintenance operations including wood storage and 
its highly effective greenwaste composting facility. 
 
CALFIRE supervised crews completed the extended shaded fuel break below Los Altos and 
Costanilla at the top of Huckleberry Hill.  Annual maintenance includes thinning pines to 
prescribed density targets, pruning low limbs, and controlling understory grasses and shrubs to 
specified height limits.  Understory vegetation in the fuel break is mostly composed of native 
species and requires annual treatments of invasive plant species to minimize their spread.  
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Recommendations 
 
Complete phased removal of Monterey cypress and replanting in the quarry revegetation areas as 
planned.   
Continue annual operations to thin trees and treat understory plants within the Los Altos fuel 
break to meet standards.   
Initiate creation of the shaded fuel break below Haul Road called for in the Fire Defense Plan. 
Continue to control non-native plants at appropriate times and locations over the year to prevent 
spread of invasives and to increase occupancy by existing natives.   
 
CORTLANDT HILL PRESERVE
 
The parcel is in basic compliance with its natural open space management standards.  Routine 
perimeter fire clearance was done including removal of low hanging dead limbs and twigs that 
posed a fire hazard near 17 Mile Drive.   Limited treatments were made to control invasive plants 
including iceplant, although iceplant is retained at bluff edge areas to minimize exposure and 
erosion.  Ripgut brome and other invasive annual grasses have an established presence on the site 
at this time but surveys have found persistent patches of coastal terrace prairie species as well. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Continue monitoring of the parcel and limit access to resource study and maintenance activities 
only in order to protect sensitive resources.   
Consider making an inventory of the cypress trees on the parcel including annual tallies of 
cypress regeneration. 
Continue to control iceplant and investigate appropriate measures to reduce other non-native 
plants and improve habitat conditions suitable for native plants..  
 
SCENIC EASEMENTS
 
Easement monitoring and contacts with individual easement holders are ongoing.  Easements are 
held on more than 25 residential properties, principally in native Monterey cypress or dune 
habitats.  In most cases, recommendations are made to control non-native plants.  Monitoring 
continued in the new cypress habitat easement near the Midway Point where several dead 
Monterey pine trees posed a significant hazard.  Residential construction in the new easement 
was nearing completion by the end of the year and replacement planting of both native trees and 
understory plants was commencing.  Removal of non-natives and planting of selected natives 
was completed as part of a landscape restoration in an older cypress habitat easement and 
associated with a remodel by the new owner.  DMFF continued to monitor and provide input on 
measures to protect native habitat adjacent to a proposed project on another residential easement.  
DMFF provided specific review on appropriate maintenance activities associated with removal 
of dead or ailing trees on several other easement areas.   Lists of suitable native plants by habitat 
type were provided to several landowners with easements and at the PBCSD Open House.  
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